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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 

Meeting Minutes 
May 24, 2021 

 
Board Members (X = present): 
_X_  Elizabeth Essex _X_  Sheryl Jones Harper _X_  Karl Harrison _X_  Annie Jaso 
___  Larry Levinson ___  Joan Johns Maloney _X_  Charlie Olson _X_  Laura Owens 
_X_  Michelle Sebasco _X_  Steve Shih _X_  Jane Wells _X_  William Wilkinson 
_X_  Terri Winfree _X_  Addison Woodward ___  Colleen R. Ellis (Past     

Chapter President) 
 

 
 
Guests/members:     

  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
Review of Prior 
Meeting Minutes: 

Bill and Laura called the meeting to order at 12:10 pm.  The April 26 meeting 
minutes were presented and discussed.  All Board meeting minutes are posted 
on the GSU-SUAA News Blog www.gsusuaa.org 
 

April 26, 2021 meeting minutes were 
voted upon and unanimously 
approved. 
 

SUAA Statewide 
Annual Meeting 
Online in June: 
 

Our Chapter needs to participate in the statewide Annual SUAA meeting that 
is currently planned for June 17-18 online via Zoom.  The specific agenda and 
log-on credentials will be forthcoming, but SUAA constitutional and bylaw 
amendments are likely to be presented and discussed, and new statewide 
officers will be elected.  Bill plans to attend as current Chapter President, Jane 
and Addison have been designated as our other two voting representatives, and 
Michelle should also attend as our presumptive in-coming Chapter President. 
The statewide organization also needs a new Regional Director to represent 
universities in Region 1.  Jane is on the nominating committee and suggested 
that Michelle run for this important position that was held for several years by 
Karl and, more recently, by Colleen for a brief time.  The SUAA Board of 
Directors is the key policy decision making body for the overall organization, 
and membership on it therefore greatly increases the influence of our GSU-
SUAA chapter. 
 

Jane will register the four attending 
representatives and send SUAA a 
chapter check for $100 to cover the 
cost.  Jane will also work with 
Michelle to submit nomination 
materials to Springfield, so as to place 
Michelle’s name on the upcoming 
election ballot. 

http://www.gsusuaa.com/
http://www.gsusuaa.org/
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  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
 

Support for the 
SUAAction Fund  

Addison promoted the importance of supporting SUAAction with both direct 
financial contributions and personal attendance at candidate fundraisers.  
Members contributing to SUAAction will have their attendance costs covered 
to attend these fundraisers, because they are a great opportunity to both keep 
our presence “top-of-mind” for candidates, as well as to lobby directly for 
immediate key issues such as enhancements to the Tier 2 retirement plan. 
  

Board members should strongly 
consider supporting SUAAction with 
checks and fundraiser attendance.  
Larry and Addison often attend such 
fundraisers and can act to inform and 
encourage others to do so as well on a 
strategically local basis (as 
constituents). 
 

Forthcoming Board 
Openings for GSU-
SUAA 

After June, our Board will have one or more openings when Michelle 
presumably replaces Bill as President.  Recruiting more Tier 2 members both 
in general and for Board positions should be a major goal.  

Joan may be able to acquire for us a 
list of Tier 2 employees, which would 
be anyone freshly hired after 1 JAN 
2011.  For the Board, Betsy may 
approach Steve Wagner, who would be 
a strong addition, and Mike Hart. 
 

Final Planning for 
the Forthcoming 
Newsletter:   

Thus far, assigned articles/contributions are as follows: 
Bill will do his annual Chapter activity summary as the President’s Column; 
Betsy has already submitted her UPI Retirees Update column; 
Addison will do a feature informational piece on WEP/GPO issues; 
Jane will do a Membership Report and several support pieces soliciting 
     contributions to the SUAA Foundation and SUAAction; 
Colleen will contribute the annual obituary listing of deceased members. 
 

Lynne Hostetter has graciously agreed 
to act once again this year as layout 
guru and copy editor to put all of this 
together.  All copy should be 
submitted to her via e-mail 
(lynnehostetter1003@gmail.com) by 
JUNE 4th.  

GSU-SUAA Annual 
Meeting Online June 
28th vis Zoom: 
 
 

The GSU-SUAA Annual Meeting will be held in June this year coincident 
with our regularly scheduled meeting on 28 June at Noon via Zoom.  Our 
opening “headline” speaker will be GSU President Dr. Cheryl Green, who 
will update us on her longer-term strategic plans for the University.  This 
meeting will also include the annual chapter Treasurer’s Report and 
presentation of the Budget for next year, with appropriate discussion, if 
necessary.  Next, the members present will have an opportunity to submit 
nominations for Chapter Officers in addition to the slate already circulated 
for consideration.  If there are none, the membership will be asked to ratify 

The former plan to have Larry locate 
and approach an “Estate Planning” 
speaker will be put “on hold” for a 
later time, though it is still considered 
an appropriate topic for our 
membership at some point in the 
future. 
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  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
the proposed slate.  Finally, there will be a period set aside for the 
membership to talk about and discuss particular areas of interest or concern 
that could become topics of future focus for the Board.  
 

Adjournment: Next GSU-SUAA Board Meeting, which will also be our Annual 
“Luncheon” Meeting (without lunch this year only), will be held on June 28th 
2021 (Fourth Monday) at Noon.  The meeting was adjourned from the Zoom 
platform at 1:20 pm. 
 

  

Submitted by Laura Owens 


