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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 
Meeting Minutes 

September 17, 2020 
Board Members (X = present): 
_X_   Elizabeth Essex ___   Sheryl Jones Harper _X_  Karl Harrison _X_  Larry Levinson 
_X_   Laura Owens ___   Michelle Sebasco _X_ Steve Shih _X_  Jane Wells 
_X_   William Wilkinson _X_  Addison Woodward _X_ Ann Jaso _X_  Joan Johns Maloney 
___  Colleen R. Ellis (Past Chapter 
President) 

   

 
Guests/members:  None.   

  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
Review of Prior 
Meeting Minutes: 

Bill called the meeting to order at 12:16 pm.  All Board meeting minutes are 
posted on the GSU-SUAA News Blog www.gsusuaa.org 
 

August 20 meeting minutes were 
unanimously approved. 

Welcome to New 
Board Member 

Joan Johns-Maloney was welcomed as our newest GSU-SUAA Board 
member. 
 

 

Participation in the 
Statewide SUAA 
ZOOM Annual 
Meeting 
 

The SUAA Annual Meeting that was postponed from June will be held via the 
ZOOM platform on Sept. 30 in an abbreviated form that will focus primarily on 
election of new statewide officers and the adoption of new bylaw changes 
necessary to implement meetings at a distance due to COVID.  Bill, Addison 
and Jane are the official chapter delegates; Jane might have a conflict, but Betsy 
expressed possible interest in participating. 
 

Bill & Addison confirmed attendance; 
Jane will confer with Betsy to ensure 
that one of them will be our third 
voting attendee. 

Recruitment of New 
GSU-SUAA Board 
Members  
 

The Board still has two (2) possible vacancies to fill, with the hope that 
some of them would be a Tier 2 employee.  Suggestions were solicited, 
and one name mentioned was Tonya Roberson, Community Outreach 
Director for CHHS and a recent Tier 2 faculty member.  Also mentioned 
was Charlie Olson, a long retired CBPA professor who was very active in 
UPI and as UPI President many years ago. 
  

Bill agreed to reach out to Tonya 
Roberson, and Larry agreed to 
approach Charlie Olson. 

Membership 
Committee 

Joan and Ann will begin to take over from Jane some of the record keeping 
tasks associated with adding/managing new members and keeping track of 

Jane will coordinate the transition of 
task responsibilities with Joan and 
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  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
the current status of continuing members.  Recently, we may have received 
as many as four new member applications—two sent to Jane and two sent to 
Ginni B.  Addison discovered that our Blog post website apparently still 
shows an outdated membership form that cites the old dues amounts, so Jane 
will update the form on the website (or work with Nick to do so). 
 

Ann.  Jane will also work with Nick to 
update the membership form on our 
website to reflect the new dues 
structure.  

Further Support for the 
“Vote ‘Yes’ for Fair 
Tax” Movement 
 

In the run-up to the November 4 election deadline, three more “VOTE YES” 
reminders will be sent out in the format of “Legislative Alerts” on 24 
September, 19 October and 02 November.  Zion Banks has asked Addison to 
provide some version of his “Vote Yes” editorial article for publication in the 
GSU AGORA Newsletter.  Jane suggested compiling a list of online “hot 
links” to presentations and articles favoring “Vote Yes” and sharing those 
with organizations like the League of Women Voters.  Larry and Betsy have 
already committed to donating some of their time to work on phone banks 
for other organizations, like UPI, that also support the Fair Tax Amendment.   
 

Laura will send out Legislative Alerts 
on 9/24, 10/19 & 11/02.  Addison will 
send his “Vote Yes” Article to Zion 
Banks for publication in the GSU 
AGORA Newsletter.  Jane will send 
links to the League of Women Voters 
for supportive articles & presentations.  
Larry and Betsy plan to work on 
phone banks contacting voters to gain 
a “Vote Yes” commitment.  
 

SUAAction Report Addison reported that the SUAAction Board, of which he is a member, voted 
to distribute approximately $92,000 among 42 State House candidates and 8 
State Senate candidates during the current election campaign season based on 
their favorable voting record in support of SUAA-related issues. 
 

The GSU-SUAA Board and its 
members should strongly consider 
periodic contributions to SUAAction 
to maintain our advocacy influence 
going forward. 
 

Adjournment: Next GSU-SUAA Board Meeting will be on October 15th at Noon.  The 
meeting was adjourned from the Zoom platform at 1:15 pm. 
 

  

Submitted by Laura Owens 


