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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 
Meeting Notes 
May 14, 2020 

 
Board Members (X = present): 
___    Cathy Balthazar (Resigned) ___   Ginni Burghart (Resigned) ___   Colleen R. Ellis (Advisor) _X_   Elizabeth Essex 
_X_    Sheryl Jones Harper _X_   Karl Harrison _X_  Paul Keys _X_   Larry Levinson 
___    Bonnie Lunde (?Resigned??) _X_   Laura Owens _X_  Michelle Sebasco _X_   Steve Shih  
_X_    Jane Wells _X_   William Wilkinson _X_  Addison Woodward  
  
 
Guests/members:  Joan Johns Maloney 

  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
Review of Note: Laura called to order at about 12:00, as Bill was having technical difficulties 

interfacing with the ZOOM platform.  The notes were approved as presented.  
All meeting notes are posted on the GSU-SUAA News 
Blog www.gsusuaa.org 
 

February notes approved. 

GSU-SUAA Chapter 
Financials: 

There was some discussion about whether the Chapter Fiscal Year should 
run from 01 July to 30 June OR 01 June to 31 May, as it has in the past.  It 
was decided to maintain the current practice and close out FY19/20 at the 
end of May, then begin FY20/21 on June 1.  
 

Jane will prepare the financials 
accordingly and submit them to the 
Board for discussion and approval 
prior to sending them out to the 
general membership  
 

GSU-SUAA Officers 
for the next Fiscal and 
Academic Year: 

Due to the cancellation of the AY19/20 Annual Membership Meeting and 
Luncheon and therefore the Chapter officer elections that are usually 
conducted then, it was decided to “roll over” the current slate until the next 
year. 
 

All Chapter officers will remain the 
same as last year.  

Support for the Fair 
Tax Amendment on 
the NOV ballot: 

The Board agreed on unqualified support by the Chapter for the Fair Tax 
Amendment on the ballot this coming fall, but there was some consternation 
over the apparently ambiguous position of the state SUAA office on this 
issue.  It was unclear why the state office would have reservations about 

Bill will draft a letter to the state-wide 
SUAA President and the Executive 
Director stating our perspective on this 
issue and requesting their full, 

http://www.gsusuaa.com/
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  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
something so clearly critical to the core interests of SUAA:  Preservation of 
state pension obligations, as well as all other crucial state services.  

unqualified support and aggressive 
promotion for this extremely 
important piece of legislation. 
Following review by the Board, such 
letter will be sent to the state-wide 
office. 
 

Thank-You Gift Cards 
and Certificates of 
Appreciation: 

It was proposed that Certificates of Appreciation and $25 gift cards (probably 
from Target) should be sent to four members who have been doing a lot of 
service work for the Chapter:  Nick Battaglia for maintain the blog, Lynne 
Hostetter for putting together the annual newsletter, Ginni Burghart for using 
her deep knowledge of GSU employees, past and present, to promote 
membership, and Katie Frossard in the business office for helping out with 
member reports.  
 

Bill will work with Colleen to prepare 
and send Certificates of Appreciation 
and $25 Target gift cards to the four 
named members that have worked so 
hard for us. 
 

Newsletter: In addition to the previously discussed articles, Jane agreed to do a 
Membership Committee Report, and Sheryl will plan to do a profile piece 
about the new incoming GSU President.  There will also be announcements 
of the Officer roll-over for the forthcoming year, recognition of members 
deceased during the year, an appeal for donations to SUAAction, and a few 
other informative items. 
 

All columns and articles should be 
submitted to Lynne Hostetter for 
editing and layout by mid-June for 
distribution to membership in late 
June or early July. 
  

Other  Business:   
Adjournment: Next Board Meeting is on June 18th at Noon; meeting adjourned in phases 

from the Zoom platform.   
 

  

Submitted by Laura Owens 
 


