
  

SUAA Mini Briefing 

FALL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Thirty-eight chapters were represented at 

the 2019 Fall Meeting for the House of Dele-

gates at Illinois State University Alumni Cen-

ter on November 5th. 

Much was accomplished during the business 

meeting starting with overwhelming support 

for a $6.00 dues increase for the State Uni-

versities Annuitants Association - State Or-

ganization.  The last dues increase was in 

January of 2014. As many of you realize, the 

cost of doing business does rise and SUAA 

needs to be able to keep up with those in-

creases. This is a small $.50 a month  

increase beginning January 2020. For those 

of you who have been dragging your feet 

about sending a check for your yearly dues, 

now would be a good time.  This is also a 

good time for chapter officers to decide what 

their chapter dues will be beginning January 

of 2020.  

The 2020 Legislative Platform was agreed to 

as well and will be posted with a link to ac-

cess upon being formatted for publication.  

The day began with the State Universities 

Annuitants Association Foundation at 8:45  

 

a.m.  Simultaneously, SUAA 101 was present-

ed.  (This would be a good program for chap-

ters to consider presenting as Linda 

Brookhart is always happy to travel.) 

At 10:15 a.m. the SUAA Board of Delegates 

Meeting came to order.  The morning pro-

gram provided an opportunity for Round Ta-

ble Discussions (13 Tables): 

Foundation  

How do these programs work? Scholarships 

– including professional development; hard-

ship assistance. Support for education – leg-

islative. Foundation growth - ideas for re-

cruiting chapter participation, individual do-

nations, and Foundation members. Deter-

mining new projects, ETC. 

Membership  

How to be visible! Success stories – show 

and tell; benefits of a spousal membership; 

chapter events – currently working, retired 

(Separate events? Timing?); participating in 

benefit fairs; reintroducing chapters – mem-

bers to campus; small events vs large events; 

making connections; speaking to other or-

ganizations on campus; making people feel  
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welcome.  Knowing the differences between 

the Tiers; knowing how to talk about them.  

The effectiveness of chapter newsletters and 

communication from the chapter officers, ETC.  

SUAAction 

The purpose of having a political action com-

mittee; why SUAAction was established; how 

to build a relationship with your legislators 

through political fundraisers; the importance 

of grassroots relationship building; how to en-

gage your chapter to contribute to SUAAction; 

how SUAAction chooses whom to support; 

how fundraisers can be fun and interesting.  

Why a SUAA member should contribute to SU-

AAction and not an individual legislator, ETC.   

                      

 Legislative 

Do’s and Don’ts of Communicating with Legis-

lators; legislative soundbites; why track legis-

lation; getting involved – supporting and or 

testifying; how to participate in Calls to Ac-

tion; importance of grassroots; composing the 

legislative platform; building relationships 

with legislators; being visible is important; 

reaching outside the usual suspects, ETC. 

SUAACTION 

Even though the political action committee is a 

separate entity, it gave away 6 registrations to 

SUAA’s 2020 Annual Meeting.  These registra-

tions were a thank you to the chapters who 

produced the highest participation 

(contributions) in 2018. Certificates were 

awarded to: 

Region 1 

Chicago State University 33% 

College of DuPage 32% 

Region 2 

University of Illinois Springfield 27% 

Illinois Valley College 34% 

Region 3 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 27% 

Southwestern Illinois College 38% 

 

It is now mid-November, but there is still plen-

ty of time to contribute to SUAAction before 

the end of 2019.  Your chapter could earn a 

paid registration to the 2020 Annual Meeting 

also.  Winners will be announced in January 

2020. 

        THE PRIMARY IS MARCH 17, 2020. 

 

The membership co-chairs provided a wrap up of the membership re-

port, providing enrollment total numbers for all chapters. Solid 

efforts to grow membership are continuously being implemented and shared.  On October 

1st there were two mottos to repeat and share: 

“Each One, Reach One New Member” and “Each Chapter, Try One New Thing” 

For the 2018—2019 Spirit Contest there was a total of 100+ activities identified and re-

ported by the chapters.  The 2019—2020 Spirit Contest is now underway.  The winners will 

be awarded at the 2020 Annual Meeting.  See next page for the Spirit Flyer. 
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EMPTY 

UNTIL 

01/28 

2020 

Downstate and Suburban Consolidation of Police and Fire Pension Investments 

SB 1300 House Amendment 005 - Sponsors—Senator Cristina Castro and Linda Holmes. 

Representatives Jay Hoffman, Mark Batinick, Ryan Spain, Michael Zalewski, Jonathan Car-

roll, Karina Villa, Terra Costa Howard and Diane Pappas.   

Effective date is January 2, 2020 

Name of new fund—Police Officers’ Pension Investment Fund and the Firefighters’ Pension 

Investment Fund. 

Changes to the State Universities Retirement System: 

• Retirement age for certain Tier 2 members who have at least 20 years of service as a po-

lice officer or firefighter.  A special formula has been established for those age 60 with 

an unreduced retirement annuity.  Current age is 67 for health and safety employees. 

• Provides that the chairperson of the SURS Board of Trustees shall be appointed by the 

Governor from among the trustees (instead of the Chairperson of the Board of Higher 

Education acting as chairperson of the board of trustees). Currently the Chairperson of 

the Board of Higher Education is also the Chairperson for the SURS Board of Trustees. 

For more information follow this link: 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?

DocNum=1300&GAID=15&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=117910&SessionID=108&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=101 

==========================================================================================================  

                                                                              2020 Legislative Schedule 
January 28 session begins 

January 29 is the Governor’s State of the State Address   

February 19 is the Governor’s Budget Address  

March 17 is Primary Election Day 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1300&GAID=15&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=117910&SessionID=108&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=101
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=1300&GAID=15&DocTypeID=SB&LegID=117910&SessionID=108&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=101
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CURRENT HEADLINES 

CHALLENGES 

CHAGRIN 

  

  

  

Keeping up with the changes in the House of Representatives and the Senate and those yet 

to come is sometimes a time-consuming task. Committee assignments can change as well as 

the opportunities to get to know the new legislators. This is another reason GRASSROOTS is 

important. SUAA members might know something SUAA leadership does not. Keeping the 

State Organization informed is helpful as Springfield relationships are formed. 

101st General Assembly changes in the HOUSE for 2019: 

Luis Arroyo (D) District 3 resigned—appointed as of  Friday, November 15th Peoples Gas offi-

cial Eva-Dina Delgado. 

Linda Chapa LaVia (D) District 83—Governor Pritzker appointed her to head the Illinois De-

partment of Veterans’ Affairs.  Barbara Hernandez (D) was appointed in March to fulfill 

the newly vacated seat. 

Melissa Conyears-Ervin (D) District 10 was elected to the position of Chicago City Treasurer. 

Jawaharial Williams (D) was appointed in May to fulfill this seat. 

Jerry Costello, II (D) District 116 resigned to take the position of Director of Law Enforcement 

at the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Nathan Reitz (D) was appointed in May to 

fulfill vacant seat. 

Lou Lang (D) District 16 is now a contract lobbyist—Advantage Government Strategies, LLC 

and NJ Kimme & Company. Yehiel Kalish (D) was appointed in January of 2019 to fulfill 

seat. 

Robert Martwick (D) District 19 moved to the Senate to replace Senator John Mulroe (D) 

who is now a judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County.  Lindsey LaPointe (D) was appoint-

ed in July to fulfill seat. 
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House continued . . . 

Michael McAuliffe (R) District 20 retired June 17, 2019 citing the desire to spend more time 

with his family.  Bradley Stephens (R) was appointed in June to fulfill seat. 

 

Representative Terri Bryant (R) District 115 is running for Senator Paul Schimpf (R) in Senate 

District 58.   

Representative Darren Bailey (R) District 109 is running for Senator Dale Righter’s (R) seat in 

Senate District 55. 

Representative John Connor (D) District 85 will be running for Senator Pat McGuire’s seat in 

the 43rd Senate District.  

Representative Lindsay Parkhurst (R) District 79 will be seeking the seat as judge for Kankakee 

County. 

Representative Aaron Ortiz (D) District 1 announced that he is running for Democratic Com-

mitteeman of the 14th Ward.   

Representative Margo McDermed (R) District 37 will not seek re-election. 

Representative Arthur Turner (D) District 9 will not seek re-election. 

Representative David McSweeney (D) District 52 will not seek re-election. 

Representative Michael Unes (R) District 91 will not seek re-election. 

 

SENATE changes: 

Toi Hutchinson (D) Senate District 40 resigned in November to become the newly established 

state’s cannabis regulation oversight officer. Patrick Joyce (D) was appointed to fulfill seat. 

John Mulroe (D) Senate District 10 resigned to become judge of the Circuit Court of Cook 

County. Robert Martwick (D) moved over from the House to fill the vacancy in July. 

Other Senate Changes Coming — 

Senate President John Cullerton (D) Senate District 6 resigned this past week effective in Janu-

ary.  Rep. Sarah Feigenholtz (D) House District 12 is vying for this Senate seat.  

The new Senate President will be elected by the body.  According to news sources Senator 

Kimberly Lightford (D) Senate District 4 is already working productively to get her votes lined 

up. 
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Senate continued .  . . 

Senator Paul Schimpf (R) Senate District 58 is not running again. Rep. Terri Bryant (R) is run-

ning for this seat. 

Senator Iris Martinez (D) Senate District 20 is running for Clerk of the Cook County Circuit 

Court. 

Senator Bertino-Tarrant (D) Senate District 49, is running for Will County Executive.  

Senator Chuck Weaver (R) Senate District 37 has submitted his name to be the next President 

of Bradley University in Peoria, IL. 

The fate of Senator Tom Cullerton (D) Senate District 23 has not been decided.  In addition,  

Senator Sandoval is still under investigation; and, still puzzling is Terry Link (D) Senate District 

30. 

Signatures for the  

General Primary Election  

filings for candidacy with the  

State Board of Elections 

Begin Monday, November 25th 

The departures from the last Election should be placed in context of other general assemblies. 

Approximately 18% of the House left in 2017. There were significant departures during 2018 

as well.  What this means for the State is more brain drain in the Illinois General Assembly, 

less institutional knowledge, more power given to legislative staff and legislative leadership. 

To be fair, most will welcome new blood into the political body. 

Of the over 50 new legislators elected for 2019, many were progressives.  New ideas, strong 

beliefs and wanting change.  A number of them were able to take the lead in legislative ac-

tions—almost unheard of for freshman legislators. Watch for more changes to comes as more 

progressives win seats in the 2020 election.  2021 will provide significant change. 
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 HOW TO WRITE YOUR STATE LEGISLATOR  

 

Fundamental “Do’s” . . .  

 • Specifically ask for support of your position.  

 • Address your Legislator properly.  

 • Write legibly (handwritten letters are fine if they are readable).  

 • Be brief, to the point and discuss only one issue in each letter. Try to  

    identify a bill by number and title.  

 • Know the facts. Do not try to influence anyone before you have a thorough 

    understanding of the issue.  

 • If possible, give an example of how legislation will affect you personally.  

 • Use your own words and your own stationery. If you are writing as an  

    organization, use the organization’s stationery.  

 • Include your address and sign your name legibly. If you have any family, 

    business, or political connection in regard to an issue, explain it.  

 • Ask the Legislator to state his or her position in their reply.  

 • Ask your Legislator their communication preference (telephone, letter, e-

    mail, or text).  

 

 

 

Write your Legislator when they do something of which you approve. Often, 

Legislators hear only from individuals and organizations who are against some-

thing. It is refreshing for a Legislator to receive something positive instead of 

something negative all the time.  



9 

Fundamental “Don’ts” . . .  

 • Do not send a postcard.  

 • Do not sign and send a form letter.  

 • Do not begin on a righteous note (“As a citizen and a taxpayer” and/or 

    “As a concerned citizen”). Legislators realize you pay taxes and you are a 

    citizen.  

 • Do not apologize for writing and taking their time. If your letter is short 

    and expresses an opinion, they are happy to give it consideration.  

 • Do not be rude or threatening.  

 • Do not send a copy of your letter to other Legislators: write each one  

    individually.  

 

 

How to Address Letters . . . 

When writing to a State Senator, State Representative or the Governor  

The Honorable John Doe, The Honorable Jane Doe State Senator or State Repre-

sentative or Governor State House or Stratton Building, Room Number Springfield, 

IL 62706  

 

State and District office addresses can be found on the General Assembly’s web-

site.  CLICK HERE 

The Honorable John Doe, The Honorable Jane Doe U.S. House of Representatives 

or U.S. Senate Address Illinois or Washington D.C.  

http://www.ilga.gov/

