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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 
Meeting Notes 
July 11, 2019 

 
Board Members (x = present): 
 
X Ginni Burghardt  Sheryl Jones Harper  Bonnie Lunde X Steve Shih 
X Cathy Balthazar X Paul Keys X Colleen Rock Ellis X Jane Wells 
X Betsy Essex  Larry Levinson X Michelle Sebasco X Bill Wilkinson 
X Karl Harrison     X Addison Woodward 
 
Guests/members: Laura Mannion, Joan Johns Maloney 

  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
Review of Notes Addison moved to approve the notes for the May meeting. Paul seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously. All meeting notes are posted on the GSU-SUAA 
News Blog www.gsusuaa.org 
 

May notes approved 

Welcome New Board 
Members 

Bill welcomed new Board members Betsy Essex and Michelle Sebasco. He 
distributed a list of Board members and their email; contact Bill if there are any 
corrections. Bill appointed himself, Addison, and Jane to be the GSU-SUAA 
representatives to the SUAA House of Delegates, and Karl to be an alternate. There 
being no objection, the appointments were accepted. The contact information will be 
posted after it’s finalized. 
 

 
All: review Board contact info 
& inform Bill of any edits 
 
Bill: finalize contact info and 
submit it to be posted 
 

Meeting Schedule for 
2019-2020 
 

Bill presented a draft schedule for the 2019-2020 Board meetings. The schedule was 
accepted by the Board. A copy of the meeting schedule will be posted. 
 

Bill: submit the schedule be 
posted 
 

Committee 
Assignments 

Bill asked for volunteers to serve on the Legislative and/or the Membership 
Committees. Ginni and Jane agreed to continue on the Membership Committee. If 
any Board members are interested in serving on either/both committees, inform Bill. 
It was suggested that Bill email all members to see if any are interested in serving on 
either committee. 
 
The Communications Committee includes those responsible for sending mass email, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gsusuaa.com/
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  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
maintaining online information, creating the newsletter, and sending legislative alerts. 
Last year, the committee was composed of Nick Battaglia (NewsBlog), Laura Owens 
and Jane (mass email), Colleen (Facebook and legislative alerts), and Lynne 
Hostetter (newsletter). Bill will contact those members to see if they want to 
continue. 
 
As president, Bill will appoint members to the committees, with approval by the 
Board. After the committees are established, they will choose chairs and inform Bill. 
Bill is an ex officio member of the committees. 
 
Suggested topics for forums/presentations: 1) new “buyout” options (invite someone 
from SURS to present?), 2) progressive income tax and how it may affect members 
(October forum?), 3) What does it mean to be in Tier II (Steve Wagner, GSU UPI, or 
Dan Montgomery, IFT, to present?), 4) SURS updates (Martin Noven to present?), 5) 
pension panel discussion (with UPI and Civil Service) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill: finalize appointments for 
committees, present at next 
meeting 

SUAA 2019 Annual 
State Meeting Report 
 
and 
 
State EXCOM Report 

Bill, Addison, Jane (GSU-SUAA directors) and Karl (member of EXCOM) attended 
the SUAA Annual State Meeting. At the June meeting, statewide SUAA adopted 
changes to its governing structure. Under the new Bylaws for the statewide 
organization, the Executive Committee becomes the Board of Directors, and the 
Board of Directors becomes a House of Delegates. The House of Delegates retains 
important responsibilities. It elects the Board of Directors, approves the budget 
including the dues, approves the Legislative Platform, amends the Bylaws, and 
approves the strategic plan. GSU-SUAA played a leadership role in ensuring that the 
House of Delegates retain these important responsibilities. 
 
Karl completed his second term on EXCOM, which is the maximum allowed. 
Congratulations to Karl on the excellent job he did representing our interests. We 
appreciate his service. Colleen Rock Ellis was elected, by a large margin, to represent 
Region 1 on the new Board of Directors. 
 
Jane composed and sent a summary of the annual meeting to the northern leaders 
email distribution list. Jane agreed to edit that summary to send to all GSU-SUAA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jane: update summary to send 
to members 
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  Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 
members. 
 

Possible service 
presentations 

Tabled until next meeting.  

Other Business Legislative Committee: Addison, Jane and Larry met La Shawn Ford, State 
Representative 8th district. Rep. Ford’s committee assignments include 
Appropriations—Higher Education (Chair) and Personnel & Pensions. They plan to 
meet with Rep. Ford, again, to share more information about SUAA. Addison 
attended a pension symposium and spoke with legislators there. 
 
Spouse memberships: There was a discussion about highlighting the quality of 
survivor benefits to recruit members’ spouses/partners. Addison agreed to work out 
an example/scenario of what a typical survivor benefit might include. 
 

Addison: arrange a meeting 
with Rep. Ford 
 
 
 
 
Addison: write an example of 
survivor benefits 

Adjournment The meeting adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 15. 
 

Meeting adjourned 
Next mtg: August 15 
 

Submitted by Colleen Rock Ellis 
 


