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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 

Meeting Notes 

September 21, 2017 

 

Board Members (x = present): 
 

 Cathy Balthazar  Lynne Hostetter x Paul Keys x Jane Wells 

 Ginni Burghardt x Sheryl Jones-Harper  Larry Levinson x Bill Wilkinson 

 Colleen Rock Ellis  Marsha Katz x Bonnie Lunde  Addison Woodward 

x Karl Harrison       

 

Guests/members:  

Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

Review of Notes The August notes were approved. All meeting notes are posted at  
www.gsusuaa.org 

August notes approved 

Committee Reports Membership 

The chapter recruited 16 members during the Fall Membership Drive. The 

raffle winners were: 1) $50 to Jason Zingsheim (a new member who also 

recruited a member); 2) silver and turquoise necklace to Robbie O'Shea (an 

active member who recruited two new members); and 3) watch and clutch to 

Angela Denk (a new member). 

 

Legislative 

The proposed SUAA Legislative Platform will include support for taxation of 

retirement income. The Legislative Committee recommended that the GSU 

chapter oppose any such support. The attendees concurred with the 

committee's recommendation to oppose such support. The committee was 

asked to expand its proposed statement. The revised, expanded chapter 

position paper will be circulated to the Board for input. 

Thursday, October 26 Fall Forum: Martin Noven, new head of SURS, will 

speak at GSU at noon in the E Lounge. He will discuss the predicted stability 

of SURS for the next 20-25 years, the impact of the economy and State 

payments on the SURS fund, and the impact of passed legislation on SURS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Committee: Revise 

response opposing support for 

the taxation of retirement 

income for Colleen to present 

at the statewide meeting. Email 

revision for Board input. 

 

All: attend Fall Forum 

 

 

Colleen: confirm room setup 

http://www.gsusuaa.com/
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Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

The room setup for today's meeting was not done. In view of that, it is 

important that the setup for E Lounge be confirmed. SUAA Chapter Leaders at 

MVCC, PSC, SSC, JJC, and KCC will be invited to the Fall Forum by email. 

Immediately following the forum, the Board will host a lunch with Mr. Noven, 

in Room C1317. Some subjects to be raised during the lunch are: what 

assistance SURS will provide new employees that must choose between Tier II 

and Tier III; what is the status of the Biss bill requesting for input from Social 

Security on the adequacy of Tier II; has SURS considered contacting Social 

Security on this issue. Board members will be asked to RSVP for the lunch. 

Sheryl was asked to announce the Fall Forum at the Civil Service and Faculty 

Senates. 

Attendees for fundraising events are needed. Jane will forward the event list to 

the Board. SUAAction may pay for the attendees provided that they have 

made a donation to SUAAction. 

 

 

All: RSVP for lunch to Jane 

and Bonnie 

 

 

 

Sheryl: announce Fall Forum to 

senates. 

 

Jane: inform Board of 

impending fundraisers. 

 

State EXCOM Report  

 

EXCOM will have a phone meeting in October to address a decline in 

membership across the state. President Larry Alferink sent a letter announcing 

that substantive changes will be proposed for the Policy and Procedures 

Manual, but he failed to say exactly what they are.  

 

SUAA Fall Meeting: Oct. 

24  

 

The chapter will have four attendees: Karl Harrison; Larry Levinson; Colleen 

Rock-Ellis; and Addison Woodward. SUAA awarded GSU two free 

registrations for having the highest number of new members. GSU SUAA will 

pay for the other two. Members that choose to attend on their own will need to 

pay their own registrations. 

SUAA has not reimbursed the chapter for the cancelled registration for the 

June meeting. Bill will contact the state office. 

Bill: register attendees. 

 

 

 

 

Bill: check on missing 

reimbursement. 

New Business It was noted that a policy reflecting best practices is needed for check writing. 

Many organizations require two signatures for checks. There was no clear 

consensus from the Board on this issue. Convenience was the issue that 

prevented choosing two signatures. The topic will be put on the agenda for the 

next meeting. 

The Chapter also needs a policy on who is approved to send out 

communications to the entire chapter. Jane will draft one proposing that the 

 

 

 

Colleen: add items to agenda. 

 

Jane: draft communications 

policy. 
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Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

President name a Communications Committee and grant its members access to 

the Google Groups mailing list. 

Review of the Bylaws will be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 

Adjournment  Meeting adjourned 

Submitted by Jane Wells 


