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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 

Meeting Notes 

November 17, 2016 

 

Board Members (x = present): 
 

 Ginni Burghardt  Lynne Hostetter X Paul Keys  Jane Wells 

X Cyrus M. Ellis  Sheryl Jones-Harper  Larry Levinson X Bill Wilkinson 

X Colleen Rock Ellis X Marsha Katz  Bonnie Lunde X Addison Woodward 

 Karl Harrison       

 

Guests/members: 

Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

Review/approve notes from 

Sept. meeting  

 

Bill moved and Paul seconded that the September meeting notes be approved. 

The motion passed. All meeting notes are posted at www.gsusuaa.org 

 

There was a forum, The Illinois 2017 Budget and What It Means for Higher 

Education, Human Services, and the Citizens of Illinois, on October 20 in 

place of a regular meeting. The featured speaker was Bobby Otter, CTBA 

Budget Director. No notes were taken; however, a PowerPoint of the 

presentation is posted at gsusuaa and on Facebook. 

 

 

September notes approved 

Committee Reports Membership: Plans will be developed for a spring membership drive. There 

was a discussion about the dues discrepancy between the state office and 

GSU-SUAA. The errors have been corrected. Bill will be copied on the GSU 

dues payroll deduction reports going forward. 

 

Legislative: All agreed that the forum in October was very good. A lot of data 

was presented. Attendees followed the presentation and were engaged. 

However, the room (FOC Atrium) was not ideal for a power point 

presentation and those in the back found it difficult to hear. Special 

presentations should be kept to one hour if the main audience is current 

employees. Most employees attend over their lunch hour. Special thanks to 

Membership Committee: 

develop plan for spring 

membership drive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gsusuaa.com/
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Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

Larry Levinson and the rest of the Legislative Committee for coordinating the 

forum. 

 

There was a great deal of discussion on what SUAA and GSU SUAA could 

do to counteract the (mis)information that the Illinois Policy Institute and 

others present to the media. There was a recommendation to create a form 

letter including facts about SURS and some of the facts presented at the 

October forum. The letter can be used in a letter writing campaign. The 

Legislative Committee was asked to draft the letter. 

 

The Board agreed that our members be asked to use the LOL website to urge 

all legislators to develop and pass a budget that will fund higher education, 

MAP, and Human Services, as well as other important state functions 

adequately. Colleen will send an email, with the link to LOL, to members. 

 

The Board agreed to not take a position regarding retirement income taxation 

at this time. There was a good deal of commentary on the idea, as well as some 

confusion. Taxation of retirement income does not seem to be imminent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Committee: draft 

form letter  

 

 

 

 

Colleen: send email about LOL 

 

Meeting Schedule Colleen received requests from a few members to consider changing the 

regular monthly meeting date since UPI meets the third Thursday from 11:00-

1:00 and Faculty Senate meets the third Thursday at 1:00. There was 

discussion of the meeting schedule: change of days, change of times, change 

of weeks, were all discussed but no decision reached. Colleen will talk to 

other members to see if a change is desired by more than just a few. 

 

 

 

 

 

Colleen: follow up 

 

SUAA Fall Meeting Colleen, Karl and Addison plan to attend the Fall Meeting in Bloomington on 

November 21.There was a fruitful discussion of the state office’s proposed 

Colleen, Karl, Addison: attend 

Fall meeting and ask budget 

questions 
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Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

budget. Questions were raised about the make-up of some budgetary lines and 

Colleen will pursue those questions at the fall meeting. 

 

It was suggested that perhaps the revenue section of the state’s legislative plan 

be preceded by a preamble, such as “SUAA recognizes that Illinois’ revenue 

plan is based on a mid- to late-20th century model where the economy in 

Illinois was based on manufacturing. Now the Illinois economy is based more 

on services and the state’s revenue plan is outdated and must be modernized. 

To this end much of what we support reflects this need.” 

 

State EXCOM Report There was no report. 

 

 

Donation to Civil Service 

Senate 

A donation was made to the Civil Service Senate in the amount of $100.  

Next Meeting The next meeting is scheduled for the third Thursday in January, 12:00 noon, 

in Room D1496 (classroom across the hall from the WDM Hall of Honors). 

 

Attend next meeting,  

January 19 

Adjournment The meeting was adjourned. Meeting adjourned 

Respectfully Submitted by Addison Woodward 

 


