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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 

Meeting Notes 

October 15, 2015 

 

Executive Board Members (x = present): 

 

X Colleen Rock Ellis  Sheryl Jones-Harper X Bonnie Lunde X Bill Wilkinson 

 Karl Harrison X Stephanie Juarez X Sonya Monroe X Addison Woodward 

 Lynne Hostetter X Marsha Katz X Jane Wells   
 

Guests/members: Timothy Tackett (guest speaker), Paul Keys, Rachel Berg, Russ Carter, Dave Curtis, Connie Edwards, Julia Jamison, Joyce 

Kennedy, Tony Labriola, Larry Levinson, Kelly McCarthy, Rashidah Muhammad, Laura Owens, Merri Wilkerson, Dave Weinberger, Andrea 

DalPolo, Katie Frossard Fisher, Joyce Giroux, Maribeth Kasik, Shirley Zhang, Sandi Kawanna 

Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

Guest Speaker Timothy’s presentation was Importance of SUAAction—How to Get Involved 

with Your Local Legislators. Timothy is one of SUAA’s lobbyists in 

Springfield. Before joining SUAA, he worked for the Illinois State Senate as 

the legislative assistant to State Senator Mike Hastings. Timothy’s 

responsibilities in Illinois politics included serving as Deputy Campaign 

Manager for State Senator Pat McGuire during the 2012 election cycle. His 

responsibilities at SUAA include providing leadership for SUAAction and the 

SUAA Legal Fund. 

There was a Q & A following the presentation. GSU SUAA will coordinate a 

workshop about communicating with legislators within the next month. 

 

Handouts Attendees were given handouts with information about the importance of 

lobbying and recommendations about communicating with legislators. 

Handouts are attached. 

 

Next Meeting The Legislative Workshop and the next meeting is scheduled for the third 

Thursday in November, 12:00 noon in the Cafeteria Annex. 

Attend next meeting, 

November 19, Cafeteria Annex 

Adjournment The meeting was adjourned. Meeting adjourned 

Submitted by: Colleen Rock Ellis 



 

 

Governors State University Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association 

(GSU SUAA) 

 

 

Why join GSU SUAA’s lobbying effort? 
State legislators: 

 receive volumes of mail, email, phone calls, personal visits, and tweets; and 

 converse with constituents at various meetings, legislative hearings, committee 

meetings, and social functions; and 

 review newspapers, including letters to the editor, etc. 
 

Based on the above, legislators determine how the “tide is running,” statewide and in their 

district, on a variety of issues. Legislators, in general, pay closer attention to the ideas and 

opinions of voters who live in their legislative districts and, of course, to volunteers and 

campaign contributors. 

 

Legislative Contacts 

Contact from constituents who represent an active interest in the pensions, and other SURS 

members’ issues, can have a significant impact on legislators’ views on those issues. 

Person-to-person contact is vital. It puts a face on our organization. 

Legislators pay close attention to the opinions of organizations in their districts that represent 

the interests of large numbers of people. This is why increasing membership in SUAA is 

vital. 

GSU SUAA can provide relevant information, such as the number of SURS members by 

district. 

 

It is important to plan ahead. GSU SUAA will provide fact sheets to take on visits to 

legislators. Your legislator may or may not know these issues in detail; therefore, you may 

share information with him/her that is new to the legislator. 

 

Do your homework, in advance of the visit. Learn your legislator’s interests, e.g., their 

committee assignments and the bills or legislation they have sponsored. Information about 

legislators is posted on the website at: http://www.ilga.gov/ 

 

Legislators like brief contacts. Generally, legislators prefer a short discussion of how your 

issue affects his/her district. To be most effective, give recognizable, even personal, examples 

specifically from the legislator’s district, in addition to data or statistics. 

 

GSU SUAA’s goal is to gain support from legislators for issues that impact SURS 

members’ employment, pensions, and benefits including health care. In the case of pensions, 

much of the public information lately has been negative. 

 

Therefore, GSU SUAA plans to send constituents on legislative visits. GSU SUAA will offer a 

workshop on exactly what information to share with legislators during a visit. The workshop will 

offer members an opportunity to role-play, in preparation for making visits. Specific date and 

time of workshop TBD. 
 

Adapted from the Work of Paul R. Keys 



 

 

State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 
GRASS ROOTS LOBBYING 

 
The easiest place to contact your legislator is in the District Office. This can be called “grass roots” lobbying–and it can be very 
effective. Locating your legislator and the District Office is fairly easy. Visit 
http://www.elections.il.gov/districtlocator/addressfinder.aspx  Contact information for both the Springfield and district offices is 
provided. 

 
There usually is a legislative staff person available at all times. You can make an appointment with a legislator through this staff 
person. In visiting District Offices, it is suggested that 2-4 individuals participate. In the absence of personal contact with the 
legislator (which is the most effective), the next best person to contact is the staff in the District office. That person will be willing 
to talk to everyone who calls or comes into the office and will communicate all such contacts directly to the legislator. 
 
Be appreciative, courteous and non-argumentative in your meeting. Be prepared to provide to the legislator or to the staff person: 

 information that establishes that you are a constituent, providing name, address and phone number, if requested; 

 the name of the organization you represent (GSU Chapter of SUAA); 

 if applicable, the specific bill or issue that is the purpose of the visit, and what you know about the bill (its number, chief 
sponsor, and if known, where it is in the legislative process); and 

 the position of SUAA on that bill and its reasons; a fact sheet will help. 
 
Do not criticize any political party, public official, legislator or organization that may be in opposition to your position. Before the 
meeting ends, do ask the legislator what his/her position is on the issue. 
 
Within 24 hours, send a letter or place a call to the legislator, confirming the legislator’s position on your issue or bill and thanking 
the legislator for the time that was spent with you. 
 

13 Do’s and Don’ts 
1. For meetings, be punctual and don’t over-stay your time. 
2. Be polite and respectful. Do not get into an argument. 
3. Don’t criticize any legislator, politician, interest group or lobbyist.  
4. If you say you will do something, do it or provide the reason for not following through. 
5. Provide information as to organizations that support your position and those that don’t; be sure the information is accurate. 
6. Do not leave the impression that you are unwilling to meet with your opponents to try to find “common ground.” 
7. If your issue costs money, say so. 
8. Follow up with information and an expression of appreciation for the legislator’s time. 
9. Do not be reluctant about talking to a legislator because you think he or she will ask you something to which you may not 
know the answer. You probably know more about the issue than the legislator does. However, if a question is asked and you are 
unsure of the answer, find it and provide it immediately following the meeting. 
10. Provide a Fact Sheet and information as to where the legislator can find additional information. 
11. If your organization is represented in Springfield by a lobbyist, be sure to mention the name of that person. (State SUAA 
lobbyists are Dick Lockhart, John Carr, Timothy Tackett and Linda Brookhart.) 
12. Do not complain about the legislative process–try to understand it, difficult as that may be. 
13. Before the end of your meeting, ask the legislator whether he/she will support your position. If “yes,” express appreciation; 
if any other response, tell the legislator you will provide additional information; do so and then follow-up. 
 
The District Office visit is not a substitute for letters or other forms of communication to legislators, but it is an important method of 
contact. Letters to the Editor of your local paper, including weeklies are useful in communicating your position(s) and the 
position(s) of your organization. 
 
 

Adapted from the Work of Dick Lockhart 

 

http://www.elections.il.gov/districtlocator/addressfinder.aspx

