
Shirley Grant, Retiree 

Since I no longer live near the GSU area, 

GSU SUAA is my link to what is happening 

with my retirement pension and benefits. I 

know SUAA is there, fighting for me. 

 

Jay Lubinsky, Retiree 

So much happens that affects retirees-- 

pension legislation, health care changes, and 

more. To keep me informed and engaged, I 

rely on SUAA as an association I know will 

provide up-to the-minute information and 

advocate for my interests and those of my 

colleagues.  

 

Martha Hellman, Retiree 

I have been a member of SUAA for a 

number of years and am happy to support 

the organization that is diligently working to 

defend the rights of retirees and future 

retirees. Our constitutional rights were 

successfully defended recently in a 

courtroom. That effort doesn’t come 

without cost. SUAA needs our support as 

they support and defend us. A monthly 

SUAA deduction is minuscule when 

compared to the amount lost from our 

paychecks had the State been successful in 

its efforts. Join me in supporting SUAA.  
 

2015 Chapter Dues: $3.25 monthly 

deduction per member; $6.50 monthly 

for member/spouse; $39.00 annual cash 

payment per member; $78.00 annual for 

member/spouse. 
 

For more information, visit www.gsusuaa.com 

and www.suaa.org  

 
form 150326 

 Submit signed membership form and check, 

if annual payment, to: 

Lynne Hostetter, c/o MILE, GSU 

1 University Parkway, 

             University Park, IL 60484 
 

Dues are not deductible as charitable contribution 

for taxes, but are deductible as a business expense. 

Contributions to the SUAA Foundation are tax 

deductible. 

          SUAA Membership Application 

        Governors State University Chapter 
 

Select Payment Option: 

_____ 1. Payroll deduction (employees) 

_____ 2. Automatic deduction, SURS (retirees) 

_____ 3. Annual payment [check payable to GSU SUAA] 
 

Membership Type: 

_____ Employee (including allied agencies) 

_____ Employee & spouse/partner 

_____ Spouse/Partner 

_____ Retiree       _____ Year retired 

_____ Retiree and spouse/partner 

_____ Surviving Spouse/Partner 

_____ Supporter 
 

Name:  
 

Spouse:  
 

Address:  
 

City:  
 

State:_____ Zip: _________Phone:  
 

Email:  
 

[Current GSU Chapter Dues: Noted in attached brochure] 
 

Signature Required for Automatic Deduction: 
Retirees: I hereby authorize the State Universities Retirement 

System (SURS) to deduct monthly the amount as certified by the 
GSU Chapter as the current rate of dues. The deduction will start 

once the SURS process is complete and will continue until 

termination is requested in writing. 
 

Employees: I hereby authorize Governors State University to deduct 

the amount certified by the GSU Chapter as the current rate of dues. 
This authorization for the prevailing rate will continue until 

termination is requested in writing. The GSU Chapter will notify 

employees via email of rate increases with copies to the University. 
 

 

____________________________________   ___________ 

Signature           Date 

Why Should 

You Belong to 

SUAA, the State 

Universities 

Annuitants 

Association? 

 

Sheryl Jones-Harper, Employee  

I joined SUAA because it is an organization 

of diverse individuals working 

collaboratively to provide a platform to 

present up-to -date information, express 

concerns and address critical issues affecting 

all state employees, both working and 

retired. I don’t consider the membership fee 

as an expense, but a minor investment in an 

organization representing our common 

interests and yielding a maximum return. 

Don’t be a bystander. I encourage you to 

participate actively in the process of 

preparing, providing for and protecting 

our retirement by joining SUAA. 

 

Phyllis Bacon, Retiree 

I once told a group of employees who were 

uncertain about joining a union, “If you think 

the Girl Scouts will protect your interests 

within the work place, feel free to join them.” 

SUAA is not a union but it is not the Girl  

http://www.gsusuaa.com/
http://www.suaa.org/


Scouts either. I hope you know that the 

“state” would have already robbed you blind 

this past year if not for SUAA. Today -- if 

not for SUAA -- we would be paying higher 

health care premiums. Today -- if not for 

SUAA -- we would have lost our annual 

cost-of-living raise. SUAA is working 

tirelessly to protect us. We all need to take 

action and support SUAA TODAY!  

 

David Curtis, Retiree 

SUAA is a great way to keep in touch with 

longtime friends, and I also appreciate its 

explanations of the complicated rules 

related to retirement. 

 

Paul Blobaum, Employee 

I belong to SUAA and contribute to the 

SUAA Legal Fund because SUAA 

advocates for current workers and retirees. I 

want to retire some day and not worry about 

having to work at Walmart. I want to know 

what’s going on in Springfield. SUAA is a 

great source of information and a great 

advocate for public policies that help 

retirees stay healthy and safe. I am just one 

person, but I can have a voice by partnering 

with others through membership in the 

SUAA. Through membership in the SUAA, 

I am engaged in sending a message to the 

legislature to keep its constitutional 

promises to public university employees. 

 

Suzanne Prescott, Retiree 

I count on SUAA to represent our interests 

so that there’s always someone protecting 

what we’ve earned and voicing our needs in 

Springfield. SUAA deserves our continued 

support and a generous "thank you!"  

 

 

Laura Owens, Employee 

I belong to SUAA because I believe that public 

universities need educated, professional 

representation for their employees and retirees 

in Springfield. SUAA is the best defense against 

unfair pension reform and benefit cuts that 

occur at the same time as politicians make deals 

that line their pockets with the taxpayers' 

money.  

Judy Reitsma, Retiree 

The information received from SUAA is well 

done and accurate. I feel informed and 

represented. I find it hard to understand not 

joining when that advantages concern our 

pension benefits. 

 

Tony Labriola, Employee 

Institutions are PEOPLE. Universities are 

Students & Faculty, Staff & Administrators. I 

joined SUAA because I want to join with 

people who care about the University, who 

continue to dedicate their lives to students and 

to the principle of “Universitas Magistrorum et 

Scholarium”—a community of teachers and 

scholars committed to the free and open 

expression of ideas. SUAA is a continuation of 

the university community. A river has billions 

of drops of water and can slice through 

mountains. Each drop is important. Each drop 

critical. Join the river. Join SUAA. 

 

Sheldon Mendelson, Retiree 

I live out of state, but GSU SUAA keeps me 

posted on important things happening in 

Illinois that affect our pensions. I appreciate 

that. 

 

Paul Keys, Retiree 

SUAA is one of the few organizations that very 

specifically focuses on the varied needs of all 

retired university members. SUAA offers 

timely and specific information with 

continual updates on critical retiree issues, 

information not available elsewhere. SUAA 

is a strong and very effective advocacy 

organization, speaking for a strong public 

pension system, retiree healthcare benefits, 

and the general well-being of all of us. 

SUAA’s effective legal advocacy, supported 

by individual contributions, cannot be 

denied, as witnessed by its current lawsuit 

aimed to protect hard-earned pension rights. 

Everyone eligible should join. 

 

Shelina Hurd, Retiree 

SUAA not only works for SURS members as 

a group, it also helps with individual issues. I 

highly salute GSU SUAA for going the extra 

mile in assisting me with a problem 

concerning my retirement decision. They 

wrote letters on my behalf and put me in 

contact with others that might help me. I am 

extremely proud to be a member of SUAA. 

SUAA cares about us. 

 

Nick Battaglia, Employee 

It wouldn’t occur to me NOT to join SUAA. 

We all share an identical interest in 

legislation and policymaking coming out of 

Springfield. If you read the papers you’ll see 

that our interests as public employees and 

retirees are under very serious attack by 

some pretty high rollers, both within Illinois 

and from elsewhere. This pension grab is 

THE kitchen table issue of our lives! Ben 

Franklin said it just right: “We must, indeed, 

all hang together or, most assuredly, we shall 

all hang separately.” Join the SUAA team… 

it’s a small investment that will pay huge 

returns.  

 


