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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 
Meeting Notes 

October 16, 2014 

 

Executive Board Members (x = present): 
 

 Donna Claffy X Lynne Hostetter X Jane Wells 

X Colleen Rock Ellis X Bonnie Lunde X Bill Wilkinson 

 Karl Harrison  Nancy McDaniel X Addison Woodward 

 

Other Members, Guests: Mike Stelnicki, Ginni Burghart 

Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

Review of Notes The notes of the September 17 meeting were approved. 

 

September 17 notes approved 

 

Reports on Action Items Lynne volunteered to continue to format and finalize the annual spring 

newsletter. A specific timeline will be set; contributors to the newsletter will 

be asked to adhere to the timeline. Colleen contacted HR about getting lists 

of retirees & new employees. Jane will bring up the payment options and 

insurance issues at a state meeting. Lynne will send the survey. 

Lynne: draft timeline for 

newsletter publication 

Colleen: follow up with HR 

Jane: take issues to mtg 

Lynne: send survey 

Committee Reports Membership: The committee approved the nominations of Ginni Burghart 

and Colleen as Co-Chairs. Ginni will take the lead on recruiting retirees. 

Colleen will take the lead on recruiting current employees. Colleen will 

contact the presidents of the Faculty & CS Senates to see if the Senates will 

cohost recruitment pizza parties. Lynne brought recruitment letters for those 

chapter members who have dropped out. Members wrote personal notes on 

the letters. Lynne will include the pamphlet with quotes from current 

members with each of the letters & mail them. As new members join our 

Chapter, Lynne will send their names and addresses to the Co-Chairs and 

Jane, so that thank you notes can be sent to each. 

Legislative: Addison attended a fund raiser. The committee intends to 

coordinate visits to candidates after the elections. Addison shared a copy of 

the Illinois 2014 Voter Guide created by the AAUW (American Association 

of University Women) Action Fund (see attached). Addison proposed a 

 

 

Colleen: contact Senates 

presidents 

 

Lynne: send letters 

 

Lynne: as new members join, 

send their info to committee 

chairs 

 

 

Addison: coordinate visits to 

legislators 
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Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

resolution (see attached). Colleen moved to approve the resolution. Jane 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

SUAA Legal Fund Discussion of whether or not the GSU Chapter should make a contribution to 

the SUAA Legal Fund was tabled until the next meeting. 

Future agenda item: SUAA 

Legal Fund 

Chapter Name Discussion of changing the chapter name was tabled until the next meeting. Future agenda item: Chapter 

Name 

Other Business Jane is unable to attend the SUAA Fall Board meeting October 29. Bill will 

attend in her place. 

Bill: attend fall mtg, Oct. 29 

Next Meeting The next GSU SUAA meeting will be the third Thursday in November 

(November 20), 12:00 noon, in the GSU Cafeteria. 

Attend next mtg: November 

20, noon 

Adjournment Meeting was adjourned.  
Submitted by: Colleen Rock Ellis 
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2014 Voter Guide  

Candidates for Governor in Illinois  

Pat Quinn   

(D)  

[Incumbent]  
Where the candidates stand on  

Bruce Rauner  

(R)  

[Challenger]  

Oppose  Using tax dollars to fund private or religious schools  Support  

Support  
Ensuring women’s access to contraception without co-pay or  cost-

sharing, no matter where they work or go to school  
Unknown  

Support  
Requiring employers to provide earned,  paid 

sick days to all employees  
Unknown  

Support  
Improving existing civil rights laws aimed at closing the wage gap 

between men and women  
Unknown  

Oppose  
Maintaining the current minimum wage  with 

no annual adjustments for inflation  
Mixed  

Oppose  
Upholding existing bans or instituting new ones  to 

prevent recognition of same-sex marriages  
Unknown  

Unknown  

Adopting college-readiness standards for K-12 education in English 

and mathematics and providing the necessary support  and 

funding for implementation of the standards  
Unknown  

Support  Increasing state funding for higher education  Support  

Candidates’ positions on the issues were determined using candidates’ voting records, public statements, campaign position 

papers, and information posted on the Internet from trusted sources. This guide is provided as a public service and is not 

intended to be an endorsement of any candidate or political party.  

 

Support: Candidate has cosponsored or voted for this legislation, or has explicitly stated a policy position on the record with 

no ambiguity.  

Oppose: Candidate voted against legislation or has explicitly stated a policy position on the record with no ambiguity.  

Unknown: There’s been no explicit or compelling public position taken by the candidate.  

Mixed: The candidate has given conflicting statements on the issue, or has taken a nuanced position. 

 

For questions about this guide or the AAUW Action Fund, please call 202.785.7793 or visit www.aauwaction.org.  

http://www.aauwaction.org/
http://www.aauwaction.org/
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Resolution on Revenue 

 

GSU Chapter of SUAA 

 

 

 

Whereas 

Illinois has faced a revenue problem for four decades. 

 

Whereas 

The temporary income tax expires in 2015. 

 

Whereas 

The loss of revenue from the temporary income tax will be over six billion dollars. 

 

Whereas 

The usual mantra of eliminating waste, fraud and abuse will not supplant the lost revenue. 

 

Whereas 

All of education, children and family services and the safety needs of the citizens of Illinois will be 

severely compromised by this lost revenue. 

 

Be it resolved 

that the GSU chapter of SUAA supports any number of actions that will maintain and grow revenue in 

Illinois, including making the temporary income tax permanent; modernizing the tax code by including 

steps based on income earned; taxing services consistent with our neighboring states like Indiana, 

Wisconsin, and Iowa; or other revenue enhancing measures consistent with SUAA’s positions on worker 

and retiree benefits and overall education benefits for Illinois’ children, adolescents, and adults. 

 

 

Passed unanimously by GSU-SUAA Executive Board on October 16, 2014. 
 


