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GSU Chapter of the State Universities Annuitants Association (SUAA) 
Meeting Notes 

September 17, 2014 

 

Executive Board Members (x = present): 
 

 Donna Claffy X Lynne Hostetter X Jane Wells 

X Colleen Rock Ellis X Bonnie Lunde X Bill Wilkinson 

X Karl Harrison  Nancy McDaniel  Addison Woodward 

 

Other Members, Guests: Marsha Katz, Sonya Monroe, Dave Weinberger, Mike Stelnicki 

Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

Review of Notes & Reports 

on Action Items  

Notes: The notes of the July 17 meeting were approved. 

Reports of Action Items from July 17: Jane emailed the bylaws to the Board, 

she reviewed the website information, and she contacted HR (no response 

from HR to date so Colleen will follow up with the HR director). Colleen and 

Jane called a meeting to discuss the charge for the Membership Committee. 

Colleen contacted Penny Perdue. The issue of who will publish the annual 

Newsletter (see notes of July 17) can be discussed at a future meeting. 

July 17 notes approved 

 

Colleen: contact HR director 

 

Agenda item: discuss who will 

publish Newsletter 

Reports on Meetings Karl attended the SUAA Executive Committee meeting in Springfield. Karl 

and Jane attended a SUAA meeting at Harper College. Several issues were 

discussed. There will be a regional SUAA meeting next year. 

 

Committee Reports Membership: An initial meeting was held, attended by Karl, Jane, Colleen, 

and Ginni Burghart. At the request of that group, Colleen drafted a 

Membership Committee document with a proposed charge, membership, and 

leadership responsibilities. The proposed membership for the Committee is: 

Jane, Colleen, Bonnie, Bill and Ginni Burghart. The Board approved the 

Committee charge (copy attached) and members. Jane and Colleen will 

schedule a Committee meeting. Jane will request an updated list of members 

who pay through payroll deduction so that they can be individually contacted, 

since the dues were increased but the payroll deductions cannot increase unless 

the employees individually approve the increase. Jane will fix Gmail, and she 

will continue to compile testimonials from members. It was recommended that 

 

 

 

Jane & Colleen: schedule 

Membership Committee mtg 

 

Jane: 1) request updated list, 2) 

fix Gmail, 3) continue to 

compile testimonials, 4) send 

postcards to “dead” email 

accounts 
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Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

a postcard be sent to persons who have an inactive email account. 

Legislative: The committee intends to coordinate visits to candidates in 

contested elections in the near future. The committee also intends to coordinate 

visits to uncontested candidates by the end of December. Sonya Monroe and 

Marsha Katz volunteered to make visits to legislators in their districts. Jane 

and Addison will schedule a Committee meeting to review the list of members, 

per district, to identify additional people to make the visits. 

 

 

 

 

Jane & Addison: schedule 

Legislative Committee mtg 

and visits to legislators 

Rescinding a request to 

retire 

In response to an inquiry about the denial to consider a request to rescind a 

request to retire, the Board was informed that “It is the practice and procedure 

of Governors State University that requests for retirement are irrevocable; and, 

at this time, the University is not considering retirement appeals.” It was 

agreed that the Board will inform GSU employees of this practice, so that they 

can make informed decisions about when to submit requests to retire. Jane will 

draft a document and email it to the Board for review before having it 

distributed to employees. 

 

 

 

Jane: draft document 

Other Business SUAA Legal Fund: Jane reported that State SUAA had approved $500,000 to 

be set aside for legal fees for court cases. SUAA has raised $325,000 for that 

purpose and has spent $287,000 to date. Fewer people have contributed to the 

SUAA Legal Fund than to SUAA Action (PAC), which are separate groups. It 

was suggested that GSU SUAA consider contributing to the SUAA Legal 

Fund. This will be on an agenda for a future meeting. 

SUAA Action (PAC): There was an inquiry as to whether or not the only way 

to make an online contribution to SUAA Action is through PayPal. Jane will 

check. Jane will also inform the State SUAA that there is an “undercurrent of 

dissatisfaction” regarding insurance information on the SUAA website and the 

insurance mailings targeted at SUAA members. 

August mtg: There was no formal meeting in August since SUAA had a 

recruitment table at Convocation. It was agreed that with the change of 

location for the Convocation the recruitment table is no longer effective for 

recruitment. 

Name of GSU SUAA Chapter: It was suggested that the name of the Chapter 

be changed to better reflect the purpose of the Chapter and to better 

 

Agenda item: discuss 

contribution to SUAA Legal 

Fund 

 

Jane: check online payment 

options  

 

Jane: contact State SUAA 

about insurance information 

 

Recruitment table at 

Convocation is not needed in 

future 

 

Agenda item: discuss changing 

Chapter name 
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Agenda Item Discussion Outcomes/Actions Needed 

differentiate it from SURS, SUAA Action, and SUAA Legal. Perhaps 

something along the lines of GSU United. This will be an on an agenda for a 

future meeting. 

Health Care Survey: Addison and Bill drafted a health care survey. Lynne put 

it in survey monkey. Lynne will resend it to Jane for review and approval. 

 

 

 

Lynne: resend survey to Jane 

Jane: review/approve survey 

Next Meeting The next GSU SUAA meeting will be the third Thursday in October (October 

16), 12:00 noon, in the GSU Cafeteria. 

Attend next mtg: October 16 

Adjournment Bonnie moved to adjourn the meeting. Bill seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned. 

 

Submitted by: Colleen Rock Ellis 
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GSU Chapter of SUAA 
 

Membership Committee 
 

 

Committee Charge 
The Membership Committee shall develop and implement strategies to retain members and 

recruit new members to the GSU Chapter of SUAA. The Committee, in cooperation with the 

Treasurer, shall maintain the membership records including the Gmail list of contacts. 
 

Member Eligibility 
GSU Chapter of SUAA Bylaws: 

ARTICLE III  MEMBERSHIP: 
Section 1: Membership in this Chapter shall be open to all annuitants who are served by 

the State Universities Retirement system of Illinois, their spouses, surviving spouses of 

annuitants, and current employees of GSU. 

Section II: This Chapter may accept for regular membership a SURS annuitant or 

annuitant survivor not associated with the local institution who, because of local 

residence, would prefer membership in the local Chapter. 

 

Committee Membership 
Members of the Membership Committee shall be appointed by the President of the GSU Chapter 

of SUAA, with the approval of the Executive Board. Membership shall be for a period of two 

years. 
 

Committee Leadership 
Members of the committee shall nominate a Chair or two Co-Chairs from its membership. The 

nomination(s) shall be approved by a simple majority of the Membership Committee. The 

Chair(s) shall serve for a period of two years or until the successor(s) are approved. 

 

The Chair/Co-Chairs shall: 

1. Call and preside over committee meetings, as needed 
2. Assist the committee to develop and implement strategies to retain members and recruit 

new members 
3. Maintain committee records 
4. Be the spokesperson(s) for the committee 

5. Report committee issues and actions to the Executive Board 
 
 


